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CRASH INVESTIGATION & SCENE MANAGEMENT
Texas BPOC Chapter 22 Standards | Dr. Rider, Triple R Investigations

|. LEGAL MANDATE: THE TEXAS TRANSPORTATION CODE (TC)
A professional investigation begins with a precise application of the law. Dr. Rider’s curriculum focuses on the
Chapter 550 requirements that govern every Texas peace officer:
e TC §550.021 - .025 (Duties Following Collision): Understanding the specific legal duties for injury, death,
and property damage (including striking structures or unattended vehicles).
e TC §550.062 (The CR-3): Requirements for the written "Officer’s Collision Report" for any crash resulting in
injury, death, or $1,000+ in property damage.
e Common Penal Code Nexus: Training covers the transition from a traffic investigation to a criminal one,
specifically regarding Intoxication Assault (§49.07) and Intoxication Manslaughter (§49.08).
[l. ON-SCENE PRIORITIES & RESPONDER SAFETY
Traffic incidents remain a primary cause of officer line-of-duty deaths. The TRI curriculum emphasizes the
National Traffic Incident Management (TIM) "Safe Quick Clearance" philosophy.
The Five Areas of a Work Zone:
e Advanced Warning: Notifying drivers of the incident ahead.
* Transition Area: Strategic lane closures and "funneling" traffic.
e Buffer Space: The "Safe Zone" protecting victims and responders.
e Work Area: The specific space where evidence is collected.
e Termination Area: Allowing traffic to return to normal flow.
[Il. EVIDENCE COLLECTION & FORENSICS
Accurate scene reconstruction requires a "Three-Point" approach to data collection:
e Physical Evidence Identification: Cadets learn to distinguish between skid marks (braking), scuff marks
(steering), and gouge marks (mechanical failure/impact points).
e Measuring the Scene: Proper use of 100ft tape measures, rolo-tapes, and laser measuring devices to
establish "Final Rest" and "Area of Impact."
e The Nomograph: A critical tool used to determine vehicle speed through the relationship between friction
(drag factor) and distance.
IV. PROFESSIONAL REPORTING (THE CR-3)
The Texas Peace Officer’s Crash Report is often the most important document in a civil or criminal trial. TRI
training ensures:
e Code Compliance: Correct use of the CR-100 instruction manual.
e Damage Rating: Utilizing the CR-80 Vehicle Damage Guide for uniform reporting.
* Interviewing Excellence: Separating parties, identifying "Line of Sight" obstructions, and evaluating driver
behavior (speech, stance, and odors).
V. ABOUT THE INSTRUCTOR
Dr. Rider, PhD
e 21+ Years of Law Enforcement Experience.
e NCTCOG Instructor: Shaping the next generation of Texas Peace Officers.
* Expert Witness: Specialized in 3D Forensic Reconstruction and Crash Analysis.
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